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The Origin Story of Florida Civic Advance

Started with 2009 Study of Community Service in Florida’s State 
University System, for the SUS Board of Governors

“Our best and last advice for the Florida Board of 
Governors, the universities of the Florida SUS, and the 
Florida legislature is this: Now is the time to recognize 
the importance of university community service, 
engagement and collaboration because they are 
essential to the renewal of our economy and the 
improvement of our communities. These are assets 
worthy of greater attention and support. These are 
investments that are capable of even greater returns 
going forward. “ 
-2009, Stu Langton & Bob Jones
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THE CIVIC CHALLENGE
Florida, the 3rd largest state, ranks among the lowest states 
in terms of civic health. We want to change that. 

▸ 50th in nation in volunteering among 50 states (2015)
▸ 49th in belonging to a civic organization (2013)
▸ 50th in donating to charity (2015) 
▸ 50th in helping neighbors fix a community problem 

(2015) and 
▸ 50th attending public meetings (2015)

https://floridacivicadvance.com

https://floridacivicadvance.com/
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Forum  Agenda and Flow

▸ Introduction:
○ What is Florida Civic Advance?
○ What is the purpose of this meeting?

▸ Organizational Presentations (no longer than 3 minutes)
○ Who are you and what are you doing/planning?
○ What do you hope to get out of this meeting? 

▸ Breakout Rooms
○ Get with likeminded colleagues in breakout rooms
○ Discuss commonalities and goals
○ Consider opportunities for collaboration

▸ Room Report Out
○ Share outcome of breakout room discussions

▸ Next Steps
○ How do we follow up?
○ How do YOU follow up? 



Pre-Forum Survey Results
Organizational Civic Focus

FCA College/ University Civic Organizations  Survey Results 



Pre-Forum Survey Results
Areas of Interest for Collaboration and Discussion

FCA College/ University Civic Organizations Survey Results 



Florida Higher Education Civic 
Organizations- Brief Introductions



Florida Higher Education Civic Organizations 
(Alphabetical Order of Organizations)

• Center for Civic Engagement and Social Impact 
(Eckerd College)

• Ferre’ Institute for Civic Leadership (FIU)

• Metropolitan Center (FIU)

• Center for Leadership and Social Change (FSU)

• FCRC Consensus Center (FSU)

• Institute of Politics (FSU)

• LeRoy Collins Institute (FSU)

• Civic Engagement Initiative (Florida Tech)

• Institute for Civic Engagement and Democracy 
(Miami Dade College)

• Office of Civic and Community Engagement 
(University of Miami)

• American Center for Political Leadership 
(Southeastern University)

• Institute for Strategic Policy Solutions (St. Petersburg 
College)

• Center for Community Based Learning (UNF)

• LeMieux Center for Public Policy, Palm Beach Atlantic 
University

• Career Pathways for Public Service Initiative and Civics 
Academies (Polk State College)

• Center for Leadership & Community Engagement | Rollins 
College

• Center for Community Engagement (Stetson University)

• Lou Frey Institute/Florida Joint Center for Citizenship 
(UCF)

• LEAD Scholars Academy (UCF) 

• Bob Graham Center for Public Service (UF)

• Hamilton Center (UF)

• CIVIC Community Voices Informed Choices(UF/FAMU)

• CAPE- Community Action Projects Environment (UF)

• Office of Community Engagement and Partnerships (USF)



Mission

The Eckerd College St. Pete Center for 
Civic Engagement & Social Impact 
enriches student learning by bridging 
campus and community to address 
real-time problems facing the greater 
Tampa Bay area. 

Through community-based research, 
teaching, and service, the Center 
prepares students to be action-
oriented change agents in an evolving 
world. 

Four Impact Areas

● Building a productive, equitable, and 
inclusive economy 

● Promoting environmental resilience, 
sustainability, and justice

● Fostering arts, culture, and innovation 

● Advancing human rights, dignity, and 
opportunity



Programming

1. Faculty Fellows

2. Community Affiliates

3. City Semester

4. Lecture Series

5. Mission-Driven Events



https://ferre.fiu.edu

https://ferre.fiu.edu/


The Ferré Institute promotes civic 
engagement and leadership, community 
infrastructure, and social justice through 
academic, research, and community 
programs & collaborative networks. 

• Certificates in Civic Leadership
• Civics Education and Public Service Hub
• Applied Research and Policy Analysis
• Community Engagement and Impact
• Fellowship and Internship Opportunities 

The Ferré Team



Generation Civics Series 



https://metropolitan.fiu.edu

https://metropolitan.fiu.edu/


https://thecenter.fsu.edu

https://thecenter.fsu.edu/


https://coss.fsu.edu/iop/

https://coss.fsu.edu/iop/


https://lci.fsu.edu

https://lci.fsu.edu/


The FCRC Consensus Center was created by the Florida Legislature in 
1987 and based in Tallahassee at Florida State University to:

serve as an independent public resource facilitating consensus 
solutions and supporting collaborative action 

In implementing this mission, the FCRC, in partnership with other organizations and 
professionals, assists public and private interests in designing and securing 

appropriate collaboration and consensus building services for public issues and 
challenges throughout Florida and beyond. 

Rafael Montalvo, Assoc. 
Director
rmontalvo@fsu.edu
(386) 801-2717

Hal Beardall, Director
hbeardall@fsu.edu
(850) 294-1050

mailto:rmontalvo@fsu.edu
mailto:hbeardall@fsu.edu


Current Projects:

• FWC Aquatic Plant Management Technical Assistance Group

• FWC Nonnative Fish & Wildlife Technical Assistance Group

• Onsite Sewage Treatment & Disposal System 
Program Transfer

• St. Andrew & St. Joseph Bays Estuary Program

• SW Fla. Climate & Community Summit



Civic Engagement 
Initiative (CEI)

at Florida Tech

Mission: Florida Tech’s Office of Civic Engagement seeks 
to provide opportunities for students, faculty, and staff 
on our campus and in the surrounding community. We 
will match community needs with student and 
employee interests as well as develop individual and 
collective actions designed to identify and address 
issues of public concern.



Goals & Events
Goals
• Students develop the skills and habits of thoughtful, 

engaged leaders through involvement in the 
community. 

• Provide students with experiential learning. 
• Build connections with local citizen leaders. 
• In the process, we also become part of the solution!

Civic Engagement at FIT

Get in Touch
Abby Zabrodsky, FIT Coordinator of 
Student Life
Florida Institute of Technology
150 W. University Blvd
Melbourne, Florida 32901
Phone: (321) 674-8080
Fax: (321) 674-7001
Email: civic@fit.edu

Events
• We can post civic & community service 

opportunities for students, staff, and 
faculty on our online Engage webpage.

• Please reach out if you’d like to partner 
with FIT in the future!

tel:321-674-8080
mailto:civic@fit.edu


Earth Ethics 
Institute

Institute 
for Civic 
Eng & 

Democracy

Jaffer 
Institute 

(Interfaith)

The Idea 
Center

District 
Leaders & 
Functions

Campus 
Change 
Teams

Collegewide; Earth literacy, environmental 
sustainability, faculty professional 
development and student experiences, 
community immersions

Collegewide; civic literacy, civic learning, 
democratic engagement, community 
engaged-learning

Collegewide; hub for innovation and 
entrepreneurship programming 
(promoting social impact focus)

Collegewide leadership: learning/dev, 
marketing, assessment, academic and 
student affairs

Campus-specific team of change champions; cross-
representation of various campus functions, 
including faculty, admin, staff, and student leaders 
(IMPACT Committees)

Miami Dade College's
Ecosystem for 
Changemaking Education

"team of (change) teams"

Collegewide; interfaith literacy, 
dialogue and education; special focus 
on Islam and role of Muslims in 
the global context



changemakerhub.mdc.edu /  mdc.edu/iced

https://changemakerhub.mdc.edu/
http://www.mdc.edu/iced


Our office promotes teaching and research strategies that directly link academic scholarship to public
practice. These initiatives connect the scholarly work of the university with our local, national, and global
communities, helping students understand the public purpose of their education.

• Students, faculty, and community organizations are 
connected in a collaborative process that fosters civic 
responsibility and promotes positive social change

• Students develop civic leadership skills and translate 
their academic interests into real-world problem-
solving skills

• Programs include: Engaged Faculty Fellows, Civic 
Scholars, Civic Engagement High School Partnership,

• Racial Justice Grants

OFFICE OF CIVIC & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Students from any major can enroll in community-engaged courses, with over 600 to choose from.



Sponsored By: With additional support by: In partnership with:

MAP |
Miami Affordability Project



OUR	MISSION

At the American Center for Political Leadership (ACPL), our singular 
mission is to promote a national movement of civic engagement 

through civil discourse, so as to bring our collective ideas, 
experiences and stories together. Let’s reclaim the traditional 

American ideal that working together, no matter what our 
differences may be, is the only way to keep our nation moving 

forward.
Dennis A. Ross, Director ACPL

Southeastern University
1000 Longfellow Boulevard, Lakeland, FL 33801

(863) 667-5051
Email us at acpl@seu.edu

Visit us at https://theacpl.org

mailto:acpl@seu.edu
https://theacpl.org/


2023-2024 Priorities & Projects

• CIVICS ASSESSMENT TOOL/NATIONAL CIVILITY HEALTH INDEX SURVEY

• ACPL SPEAKER SERIES

• THIRD WAY CIVICS CURRICULUM

• INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

• ESSAY CONTEST

• LAKELAND CHAMBER COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP FELLOWS PROGRAM

• CORNERSTONE CLASS DC TRIP



ST.  P E T E R S B U R G C O L L E G E

� �
INmMEFDRSlRATEIICPIIUCYSDLimONS
ENHANCE.EDUCATE.ENGAGE.

INSTITUTE FOR STRATEGIC POLICY SOLUTIONS (ISPS)
at St. Petersburg College

ISPS was established to honor and foster 
Congressman C.W. Bill Young's vision 
and commitment to educational
and economic initiatives for all Floridians.

Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq., Executive Director
727-394-6942

SPC President Dr. Tonjua
Williams and

Kimberly G. Jackson, Esq.



ST.  P E T E R S B U R G C O L L E G E

� �
INmMEFDRSlRATEIICPIIUCYSDLimONS
ENHANCE.EDUCATE.ENGAGE.

Mission

The Institute for Strategic Policy Solutions at St. Petersburg College is dedicated to advancing 
academic excellence, community engagement, economic vitality and public understanding 
through high-quality, solutions-directed, non-partisan public policy programs. Its purpose is to
enrich the education experience, engage with local government to promote unity and efficiency, 
facilitate economic activity, and involve citizens in their college and government.

Upcoming Programs

The Nursing Workforce Dilemma in Florida
Pasco-Hernando State College -- Instructional Performing Arts Center
April 4th – 2:00-3:00PM

State of the Beaches – Mayors’ Town Hall
Madeira Beach City Hall
April 27th – 5:30-6:30PM



CENTER FOR COMMUNITY-BASED LEARNING
DR. JUSTIN M. SIPES | DIRECTOR | JUSTIN.SIPES@UNF.EDU

SUSAN TRUDEAU | CO-CURRICULAR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COORD | S.TRUDEAU@UNF.EDU

OFFICE -- WWW.UNF.EDU/CCBL | CCBL@UNF.EDU
OSPREYIMPACT -- WWW.UNF.GIVEPULSE.COM | OSPREYIMPACT@UNF.EDU

OSPREY VOTE -- WWW.UNF.MOTIVOTE.US | OSPREYVOTE@UNF.EDU
ASSESSMENT & RESEARCH -- CBLASSESS@UNF.EDU

mailto:justin.sipes@unf.edu
mailto:s.Trudeau@unf.edu
http://www.unf.edu/ccbl
mailto:ccbl@unf.edu
http://www.unf.givepulse.com/
mailto:%7Cospreyimpact@unf.edu
http://www.unf.motivote.us/
mailto:ospreyvote@unf.edu
mailto:cblassess@unf.edu


PROGRAMMING, DEVELOPMENT, & SUPPORT

Professional 
development 
programs

Civic education 
& volunteering 

Community 
partnership 
development

Assessment & 
evaluation

OspreyImpact Osprey Vote



LeMieux Center for Public Policy

Named for former U.S. 
Senator George LeMieux, the 
LeMieux Center for Public 
Policy at Palm Beach Atlantic 
University provides a space 
for reasoned, thoughtful, and 
civil discourse on pressing 
public policy issues 
confronting Florida, the 
United States, and the world. Senator George LeMieux, Founder and Chairman

Dr. Robert Lloyd, Executive Director



LeMieux Programs
Freidheim Fellows

Two undergraduate students are selected each year for the 
opportunity to work directly with Senator LeMieux and a PBA faculty 
member on choosing, researching, and publishing a paper on a topic 
of public importance. 
Speaker Series 
The LeMieux Center hosts a lecture series that provides forums for 
PBA students to interact with leading experts and thinkers. Recent 
speakers include Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, former British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, Dr. Deborah Birx, the former White House 
Coronavirus Response Coordinator.
The Quill
A quarterly publication that examines one particular policy area of 
pressing importance and written by an expert in the relevant field.
The Quill Podcast 
Executive Director, Dr. Robert Lloyd hosts a number of guests for 
wide-ranging discussions of policy topics. Listen to all of our previous 
episodes on Spotify and Apple Podcasts and follow to stay updated 
on new releases.





Introductions

The Career Pathways and Public Service Initiative is part of the greater Civic 
Literacy Excellence Initiative launched by Governor DeSantis in July 2021. The 
goal of the initiative is to create Civics Career Academies in local high schools 

to create a stackable pathway for students to work in the public sector. 

• Cathryn Goble-
Smith, Esq.

• Program Director, 
Career Pathways 
for Public Service 
Initiative at Polk 
State College 

• cgoble@polk.edu

• Kyle Ryan
• Program 

Coordinator, 
Career Pathways 
for Public Service 
Initiative at Polk 
State College

• karyan@polk.edu

mailto:cgoble@polk.edu
mailto:karyan@polk.edu


Civics Career Academies

Some positions graduates would be prepared 
for include:
- Grant Manager

- Program Analyst and Support Staff

- Permitting Specialist

- Policy Analyst/Government Affairs

- Human Resource Support Specialist

- Project Manager/Caseworker

- Procurement Specialist

- City/County Manager

Overview:
• Polk State College received $6.5 million and is 

distributing a portion of that grant to two 
subrecipients, Broward College, and Florida State 
College at Jacksonville.  

• PSC has contracted with the Lou Frey Institute 
(LFI) at UCF to develop the curriculum for Civics 
Career Academies

• Curriculum is to be implemented in the 2023-
2024 school year and follows a cohort approach

• 4 courses, each course is 1 semester and .5 
credit.  Classes can be taken in 2 years or over 4 
years, based on school need.
– Public Service Leadership
– Public Service Careers and Communication
– Public Service Project Management & Experiential 

Learning
– Public Service Research Seminar

Key Factors: 
• Acceleration points via industry 

certification
• Potential college credits for students
• PMI Project Management Ready on CAPE 

funding list
• Creating partnerships with municipalities
• Creating civic-minded and civically 

engaged students
• Preparing students to enter the workforce

Progress: 
• Partnered with Lou Frey to create a 

curriculum framework for the Civics 
Career Academies that will be 
available for high schools statewide 
upon final approval by FDOE

• Civics Leadership Academy summer 
camps for middle school students 
beginning June/July of 2023

• Recruited 24 schools, approximately 
1000 students, across 4 districts

• Public servant interest and support 
(mayors, legislators, superintendent, 
etc.)

• Professional learning trips for 
students and teachers

• Scholarship opportunities for 
students 

• Presentation at Social Studies and 
CTE Conferences



https://www.rollins.edu/leadership-community-engagement/

https://www.rollins.edu/leadership-community-engagement/


Center for Community Engagement

https://www.stetson.edu/other/community-engagement/

https://www.stetson.edu/other/community-engagement/


About Us

The Lou Frey Institute promotes the development of enlightened, responsible, and actively 

engaged citizens.
•Through civic education programs that encourage thoughtful debate and discussion about current 
policy issues;
•Through experiential learning programs that encourage the development of civic and political skills;

•By working to help strengthen the civic education capacity of Florida’s K-12 education system; and
•Through research, policy analysis, and advocacy.

Floridacitizen.org

Loufreyinstitute.org



• Development and implementation of Civics Career Academies
• Curricular materials development and implementation for 2023-2024 

civics and government benchmarks
• Teacher professional development to support new benchmarks and 

revised assessments
• Expansion of current events and civil discussion professional 

development and resources
• Seeking opportunities for collaboration and grant funding

LFI/FJCC Priorities and Projects for 2023-2024
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Dr. Stacey Malaret
Director

Dr. Mark Allen Poisel
Assistant Director

Dr. Virginia Koch
Assistant Director

Natalie Torres
Academic Coordinator

LEAD Scholars Academy provides comprehensive leadership education, development, 
and civic engagement opportunities for the UCF community. Through collaboration 

and partnerships, LEAD Scholars Academy incorporates the UCF CREED to create 
professional, academic and experiential opportunities that challenge, empower, and 

educate students to become social change agents in a global society.



Leadership 
Studies

Goals
Programs and activities created and implemented by the staff from 
the four offices along with students, faculty, and other community 
partners will address both the short- and long-term developmental 
needs.
• Assess leadership development on campus
• Increase student engagement
• Enhance curricular
• Create and maintain community partnerships
• Prepare students to be social change agents in a global society
• Empower students to be active citizens
• Cultivate campus partnerships

LEAD Scholars Academy
Phone 407-823-2223       Email leadscholarsacademy@ucf.edu 
Web lead.sdes.ucf.edu    Location Ferrell Commons, Room 165 



https://bobgrahamcenter.ufl.edu

https://bobgrahamcenter.ufl.edu/


https://hamilton.center.ufl.edu

https://hamilton.center.ufl.edu/


A program of the Florida Cooperative Extension Service



CIVIC braids 
together several 

strands
Diversity & Inclusion

Credible Scientific 
Information

Community Partners

Public Participation

Community Issues

Community Capacity to 
Enhance Well-being

Deliberative 
Discussions

Rope graphic from SketchBubble.com



Essential aspects of deliberative discussion

• Diverse perspectives 
• A framed issue - focus on values, tradeoffs, not facts
• Facilitator
• Establishes atmosphere conducive to listening, sharing
• Keeps to the options and surfaces values

• Leads toward local actions
• Collecting more information
• Engaging local experts
• Raising public awareness
• Making recommendations



A 4-H program developed at the University of Florida
CAPE guides youth through a process of exploring, developing, and 

implementing a project that addresses an environmental issue in 
their community by asking a decision maker to make a change

that benefits everyone.



CAPE is a process

• Not just community service

• Doing a service project in the community

• Not a short “one and done” activity

• CAPE involves kids in learning about the issue AND 
governance

• Who is the decision maker?

• How are decisions made?

• What could help make the situation better?

• CAPE enables youth to be engaged in civic life



https://www.usf.edu/engagement/

https://www.usf.edu/engagement/


Civic Organizations Forum  Breakouts

Key Questions for Breakouts

q What are your commonalities and goals?
q What are your challenges?
q What are opportunities for collaboration?
q What would you like to see happen next? 
q What are you willing to do to make it happen?

Civic Education Civic Scholarship 
& Research

Civic and Community 
Engagement



Civic Organizations Forum  Breakout Reports

Ø Civic Education

Ø Civic Scholarship

Ø Civic and Community Engagement



Civic Organizations Forum  Next Steps & Closing

What would you like to see happen next? 
What are you willing to do to make it happen?

q FCA Forum Report and FCA Website Home
q Webinar suggestions?
q Future Meetings?
q Other Ideas?



Civic Organizations Forum  Next Steps & Closing

Forum Evaluation Exit Survey

https://tinyurl.com/FHECOS

Thank You for Your Participation!

https://tinyurl.com/FHECOS


Florida Civic Advance 
Advancing Civic Excellence in Florida’s Communities

FCA Website
https://www.floridacivicadvance.com

Membership Benefits and Application
https://floridacivicadvance.com/membership/

FCA Third Thursdays Webinars
https://floridacivicadvance.com/events/

FCA 2023 Summit, October 26-27, 2023
St Petersburg, Registration in May 2023
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Bob Jones 
FCA Secretary/Treasurer
floridacivicadvanceinc@gmail.com
1400 Village Square Blvd, Suite 3-137
Tallahassee FL 32312
850-597-1197

https://www.floridacivicadvance.com/
https://floridacivicadvance.com/membership/
https://floridacivicadvance.com/events/
mailto:floridacivicadvanceinc@gmail.com
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